
 
 

The Honorable Mike Johnson 

Speaker of the House 

U.S. House of Representatives 

 

The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries 

Minority Leader 

U.S. House of Representatives 

 

Dear Speaker Johnson and Leader Jeffries: 

 

We write to respectfully urge House leadership to take immediate action to advance the Major 

Richard Star Act (H.R. 2102) and ensure its passage, whether through floor consideration as a 

standalone bill or inclusion in a broader legislative vehicle such as the National Defense 

Authorization Act (NDAA) or another appropriate package. 

 

The Major Richard Star Act addresses a long-standing injustice affecting combat-wounded 

veterans who were medically retired due to injuries sustained in service to our nation. Under 

current law, these veterans are forced to forfeit a portion of their earned military retirement pay 

in order to receive Department of Veterans Affairs disability compensation, a policy widely 

referred to as the ñwounded veteran tax.ò This offset unjustly penalizes those who have already 

sacrificed the most. Retirement pay is earned through honorable service, while disability 

compensation exists to account for the lasting physical and mental costs of that service. These 

are entirely different individual distinct benefits, and our combat-injured veterans must not be 

forced to choose between them. 

 

The Major Richard Star Act would correct this inequity by allowing medically retired, combat-

injured veterans to receive both their retirement pay and disability compensation concurrently. 

This is not a new or partisan concept. It is a bipartisan priority with broad support in Congress 

and among veterans service organizations. Today, it is estimated that over 50 thousand combat-

wounded veterans stand to benefit from this long-overdue reform. Our nation has always made a 

promise to those who serve that their sacrifices will be honored not only in words, but in action. 

Combat-wounded veterans did not hesitate when called upon to defend this country. They 

endured life-altering injuries in service of our freedom. They should not return home only to face 

a bureaucratic penalty that diminishes the benefits they have earned. 

 

At a time when Congress is actively considering national defense priorities and broader 

legislative packages, there is a clear opportunity to fulfill this obligation. Including the Major 

Richard Star Act in the NDAA or another moving vehicle would ensure that this critical reform is 

no longer delayed. This is a matter of fairness, dignity, and keeping faith with those who have 



borne the battle. Congress has revisited this issue across multiple sessions. The time for action is 

now. 

 

We respectfully urge you to work together to bring the Major Richard Star Act to the House floor 

or include it in the next appropriate legislative vehicle to ensure its enactment. Thank you for 

your leadership and for your continued commitment to the men and women of our Armed Forces 

and our veteran community. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Rep. Andy Barr 

Member of Congress 


