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Pepper Distillery, LLC 

1170 Manchester Street 

Lexington, Kentucky 40508 

(859) 361-3339

(859) 488-2502  Fax

The Spirit of Downtown Lexington 


	Text1: April 22, 2021
	Text2: 

U.S. Congressman Andy Barr
2430 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC  20515


Dear Congressman Barr:

On behalf of the Lexington Distillery District and Pepper Distillery LLC, I'd like to share our enthusiasm and support for completion of the Newtown Pike Extension.  There has never been a more important time to make such powerfully leveraged connections and to fulfill long-standing promises for vital infrastructure.

Almost fifteen years ago, our development groups were attracted to a desolate, underutilized area west of Rupp Arena due its history, hidden architectural gems, and potential for connectivity.  The initial phases of the Newtown Pike Extension tapped into some of that potential and helped transform Manchester Street from a tumbleweed road into thirty-six businesses and an estimated 85,000 annual visitors.

Completion of the project will turn a merely helpful roadway into a catalytic connector.  As UK grows and downtown Lexington expands to the West, the need deepens for straightforward, easily navigable access to the broader community.  The complete streets of the Newtown Pike Extension promise meaningful context and connectivity for cyclists, pedestrians and vehicles, supporting both locals and tourism.  Specifically, it also means direct campus access to the generational, truly grand visions of the coming Town Branch Commons and trail system.

The realization of the final phase of this project to the front door of the University of Kentucky will uncork significant economic and development opportunities for a growing campus and evolving downtown.  The impact, benefit and importance of finishing what has been started can never be more leveraged than in this pivotal, post-pandemic point.

We strongly support this important work and appreciate your help in getting all hands on the rope in pulling for Lexington’s highest and best future.


Sincerely,


Barry P. McNees
Managing Partner


