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April 16, 2021 

Dear President McFaddin, 

Eastern Kentucky University’s proposed Center for STEM-H Excellence is an exciting initiative that I 
support for consideration through the Community Project Funding program. 

The Center for STEM-H Excellence at EKU will positively impact our community by encouraging and 
supporting students to pursue STEM-H degrees and by ensuring these students graduate with the 
knowledge, skills, and hands-on experience needed to productively contribute to Kentucky's workforce 
and economic vitality.  

The Center for STEM-H Excellence at EKU will ensure students seeking a STEM-H degree have access to 
tutoring, skill-building workshops, training programs, and mentored research experiences. Additionally, 
this initiative enables substantial upgrades to EKU’s STEM-H laboratory equipment and instrumentation, 
ensuring that EKU graduates are ready to put their knowledge into practice in a workforce setting after 
graduation. 

I am aware of EKU’s history of supporting student success initiatives. EKU’s Noel Studio provides 
campus-wide support for students in writing and communication. EKU’s Bratzke Student-Athlete 
Academic Success Center serves more than 300 student athletes by providing computer labs, mentoring, 
tutoring, study hall, and academic advising support. Similarly, The Center for STEM-H Excellence at EKU 
will function in that same spirit, not only serving students majoring in STEM-H fields, but any student on 
campus that requires developing-to-advanced assistance in STEM-H disciplines.  

Science, Technology, Engineering, Math, and Health are all a vital part of our local economy in the 
recruiting industry. These types of skills allow for more white-collar jobs; which in turn allows for 
economic diversity in Madison County. Producing more STEM-H graduates will give employers an 
opportunity to hire knowledgeable employees with valuable hands-on experience. STEM-H graduates 
will have the ability to use those skills while giving back to the community. 

Sincerely, 

Reagan Taylor 
Madison County Judge Executive 















President David McFaddin 
Eastern Kentucky University 
521 Lancaster Avenue 
Richmond, KY 40475 
 
April 9, 2021 
 
Dear President McFaddin, 
 
Eastern Kentucky University’s proposed Center for STEM-H Excellence is an exciting initiative that I 
support, for consideration through the Community Project Funding program.  As the owner of Starshine 
Energy - a photoelectric utility providing clean energy to Eastern Kentucky – I know that the next 
generation of scientists will be important to improve the economy, health, and standard of living for the 
communities in which Starshine serves. In fact, the solar installation Starshine Energy has just completed 
on the EKU campus is designed to facilitate future STEM related projects in the field of alternative energy.  
 
The Center for STEM-H Excellence at EKU will ensure that students seeking a STEM-H degree have 
access to tutoring, skill-building workshops, training programs, and mentored research experiences.  This 
helps every student – from the incoming freshman to the juniors and seniors competing for admission to 
the country’s best graduate schools.  Additionally, this initiative enables substantial upgrades to EKU’s 
STEM-H laboratory equipment and instrumentation, ensuring that EKU graduates are ready to compete 
at the cutting-edge of the 21st century workforce.   
 
I am aware of EKU’s history of supporting student success initiatives – and have personally been 
engaged in those efforts since I retired from my position as Vice President for Research and 
Development at Procter & Gamble.  There are precedents:  EKU’s Noel Studio provides campus-wide 
support for students in writing and communication and EKU’s Bratzke Student-Athlete Academic Success 
Center serves more than 300 student athletes by providing computer labs, mentoring, tutoring, study hall, 
and academic advising support. The Center for STEM-H Excellence at EKU will function in that same 
spirit, not only serving students majoring in STEM-H fields, but any student on campus that requires 
developing-to-advanced assistance in STEM-H disciplines.  
 
Importantly, the Center for STEM-H Excellence will also serve as a vehicle for increased alumni 
engagement. Our STEM-H alumni have much to offer in tutoring, mentoring, entrepreneurial training and 
scholarships.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Gary Booth, Ph.D.  
Founder and CEO 
Starshine Energy 
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